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Synopsis
As their train hurtles through a tunnel in the Victorian goldfields, 
Shannon, Zak and Sam are transported back one hundred years 
from their school history excursion to 1899. They discover that 
the next train back won’t be for another two weeks and stumble 
upon a farmhouse where they meet Beth, the daughter of the 
house, whose life of caring for the family without the conveniences 
of modern existence is in sharp contrast to theirs. They pose as 
travellers from far north Queensland and Shannon stays at the 
farm, exchanging her jeans for a waist-hugging long dress, while 
the two boys go off separately to find work.

They soon discover there is a delay on the tracks and a further 
month before they can attempt to return. Part worried and 
homesick and part excited, they know they shouldn’t do anything 
that might affect the future, but Sam is drawn into the Chinese 
community in Bendigo and finds himself fighting against racist 
attacks, while Zak tries his luck at gold-mining and saves a life 
before getting involved with the local Aboriginal people.

On a trip to Bendigo with Beth, Shannon discovers a surprising ancestor, and at a 
Federation rally, she and Sam antagonise a couple of hoods. Later, Shannon has to deal with 
their dangerous threats, whilst Sam and Beth’s relationship is rapidly developing into a 
serious romance. The reader realises that all three of the time travellers have grown up very 
quickly, largely due to a society which treats them as adult working members.

Finally the day comes to make the attempt at the time tunnel. Things do not go according to 
plan. There are kidnappings and shootings, and in one version, all three of them make it to 
the train, Zak with the aid of a hang-glider, while in another, only two make it — and is that 
an eagle circling in the distance? Even when the train emerges from the tunnel ... things are 
definitely not what they expected.

About the Author
When he’s not writing, Warren Flynn enjoys mountain bike riding, sailing and splashing 
about in the ocean. Perhaps best known for his fun adventures of Gaz and the gripping 
suspense thriller, Escaping Paradise, each of Flynn’s novels have been short-listed in the West 
Australian Young Readers’ Book Award. Different Voices was also short-listed for the Western 
Australian Premier’s Prize. Flynn loves to travel and is fascinated by the many languages 
and cultures of Australia. He has provided professional development for educators in 
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Vietnam, China and various parts of Australia. A former Asialink literature resident in 
Seoul, South Korea, he currently teaches at The University of Western Australia, Albany.

Study notes
HISTORY

Much of the book is set one hundred years ago. Discuss the differences in lifestyle •	
between then and now. Was life better in the nineteenth century?
Does knowing about our past help us to understand the present?•	
Do you think understanding the past will help us make wise decisions about our •	
future?
Research the clothes of the period. Draw (or download) some illustrations and give •	
a short prepared talk about how suited the clothes were for the climatic conditions, 
occupations and lifestyles of earlier Australians. Then examine some modern fashions 
and ‘test’ them against the same criteria.
Make a model of the Cobb & Co coach, the train, or Beth’s farm house or one of the •	
other buildings mentioned in the book. Display your models in the library.

GENDER ROLES
Shannon finds it hard to adjust to the gendered role of her life in the nineteenth •	
century. Research some of the things which she felt restricted her and write about the 
extent to which your life choices are free of gendered expectations.
Do Sam and Zak suffer from the same sort of gender restrictions as Shannon? Was •	
life easier for men in the nineteenth century? How have things changed for men and 
women?
Debate this question: does greater choice lead to greater contentment?•	

RACISM
Sam gets into a fight defending the rights of a Chinese person. Have our attitudes to •	
different races and cultures changed much in one hundred years? What events may 
have caused us to be more tolerant of each other’s cultures? What is the media’s role in 
this?
Discuss some of the ways that people of different ethnicities have influenced your local •	
community, or the broader community.
Zak makes contact with members of a local Aboriginal tribe. What are the attitudes of •	
the white settlers to Indigenous people? What makes them feel that way? What things 
have helped white Australians to understand Indigenous peoples and cultures better?
Ask someone in your school or in your community to come in and teach your class •	
about the local Indigenous language(s). Learn a little about how the language is 
structured, names of some local fauna and flora, and a greeting or two.

CHOICE
The book has two different endings. Why do you think the author chose to end the •	
book that way?
Do you think the two endings that the author has written are appropriate, or could you •	
write another ending that would better suit the book or your own ideas of the future?
Draw a picture of your community fifty years into the future, and explain to your •	
group why you made various choices about what to include/exclude.
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SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT
Some politicians like to throw around the term “un-Australian”. What do you think this 
term might mean? If it’s the antonym for “Australian”, then it should be possible to come 
up with a profile of a “typical Australian”. Or is it?

In small groups, make a list of six things which you think are essential for a person to be 
“Australian”. Test the ideas which each group has, by considering how they might suit 
a diverse range of Australians, e.g.: an old-aged pensioner living in Darwin; a teenage 
Afghani former refugee; a fourth generation Australian with Chinese ancestry living in 
Bendigo; a primary school student in Fitzroy Crossing.

OR
Test these myths:

AFL is Australia’s most popular leisure activity.1.	
Australians are healthy and love the outdoors.2.	
Australians speak English.3.	
The FX Holden was the first “real Australian” car.4.	
Australia is an egaliterian society.5.	

ENGLISH
Check out Beth’s diary entries and compare them with Shannon’s (pp. 77-78, 115-118). 
What are some differences in how the two writers have expressed themselves?

Choose any other two characters from •	 Return Ticket and write two diary entries for 
each person. Try to use the language you think the person would have used.
Draw up a feature film storyboard •	 or create a comic strip for one chapter or scene from 
Return Ticket, e.g. the fight between Sam and Packer, pp. 127-133.

SCIENCE
Zak has to use his own ingenuity to work out how to make a hang-glider with materials 
that were available in 1899. Think of another object from today that you could build, using 
materials that were available in 1899. Using a series of well-labelled diagrams, show how 
you would go about building it. (Maybe you could even make a model version?)

Answers to some of the myths:

©  Schools/students may use this material free of charge for study purposes. Any other reproduction of this material is 
copyright. Please discuss your intentions with the author or publisher prior to any reproduction of this content in any 
form. 

1. In 2002, 3.6 million [25%] Australians visited an art gallery, whereas only 17% attended an AFL game. 
Sure, others watched televised games, but nevertheless, interest in art is definitely as big as the interest in 
footy. And more kids play soccer than footy!
2. 74% of Australians over 18 years of age travel to work or uni by car. 1.2% use a bicycle for the same trip.
3. Mostly that’s true, but there are 353,000 Australians whose first language is Italian; 264,000 who speak 
Greek; 174,000 Vietnamese speakers, and so on. Some people say that outside of Athens, Melbourne has 
the largest Greek-speaking population of any city in the world! Did you also know that many remote area 
Indigenous Australians can speak 3 or 4 languages fluently, but English isn’t one of them. Does that make 
them “less Australian”?
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