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Pat Giles was dedicated to improving the lives of the
disadvantaged. As an ALP Senator in the Hawke and
Keating governments, she entered Parliament, not as a raw
recruit, but as an experienced trade unionist, policy maker,
feminist campaigner and grassroots activist.

This is the story of a woman whose determination never
faltered, whose work ethic never flagged, the story of an
activist working from within the established order to effect
social change.
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Trades and Labor Council, chaired the first women’s

committee of the Australian Council of Trades and

represented Australia at the United Nations General

Assembly. ﬂ
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* On 26 January 2010, Pat Giles was appointed a Member
of the Order of Australia for services to the community
in the interests of women.



